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SUBJECT HEADING AUTHORITY LIST 


In January the NLM NEWS printed an item about the new 
subject heading list being developed at NLM. Since then an 
enormous amount of work has been poured into the list; a 
limited preliminary edition was published (by tabulating IBM 
cards on multilith mats) for the use of the NLM staff, and 
the list is now actually in use by the Index Division as it 
begins work on the first material for the new Index Medicus, 
and by the Catalog Division as it begins the processing of 
the first material to be included in the 1960 NLM Catalog. 
The National Library of Medicine will publish the List some- 
time in mid-1960; before that time a shakedown period is re- 
quired, which is likely to be a severe trial, as members of 
the NLM staff are discovering as they wrestle with the ten 
voluminous revision sheets already issued. 

The most prominent feature of the new scheme is the use 
of standard subheadings only. These subheadings are grouped 
into four categories which may be designated topical, place, 
time, and forn. Form subheadings, already highly conven- 
tionalized in practice throughout the years, consist of 22 
terms such as abstracts, directories, periodicals. There are 
only nine time subheadings, five of which designate particu- 
lar centuries. The number of place subheadings is legion; 
here direct subdivision, rather than indirect subdivision, 
will be used. Of the topical subheadings there are 71, com- 
parable for the most part to the old subheadings in the Cur- 
rent List. The new Index Medicus will use only the topical 
subheadings; all four categories of subheadings will be used 
in the Catalog. 

The next most prominent feature of the new scheme is 
the use of the various categories of subheadings only in a 
— and rigid order; namely, topical, place, time, and 
orm. 








Librarians considering the adoption of this new NLM 
scheme should remember, among other things, that NLM has a 
divided catalog -- name, and subject. Our new rules include 
the following: "Names both personal and corporate which are 
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used as main entries or would be proper as main entries in 
the NAME catalog may be used as subject headings. Such sub- 
ject entries will appear behind guide cards following the 
appropriate author entries in the NAME catalog. No subhead- 
ing will be used, with the following exceptions: a) in the 
case of personal names, the subheading bibliography may be 
used when applicable; b) in the case of corporate names be- 
ginning ‘United States ...' the subheading history may be 
used when applicable." 

NLM hopes to make a complete presentation of these new 
subject heading plans at the meeting of the Medical Library 
Association in Kansas City next year. 





CHINESE BIOMEDICAL ABSTRACTS 


The Institute of Scientific and Technical Information 
of China, in Peking, has initiated a new bimonthly English- 
language publication entitled Science Abstracts of China. 
It is issued in five sections: Mathematical and Physical 
Sciences, Chemistry and Chemical Technology, Biological Sci- 
ences, Earth Sciences, and Technical Sciences. 

The first issue (No. 1, February 1959) of the Biologi- 
cal Sciences section contains 204 entries. The abstracts are 
listed numerically under 27 subject headings, among which 
are Biochemistry, Botany, Entomology, Experimental Medicine, 
Microbiology, Pharmacology, Veterinary Science, and Zoology. 
Each entry is identified by article title in English, auth- 
or's name transliterated, and article title, author, and 
periodical title in Chinese characters, followed by the 
translation of journal title, year of publication, volume, 
number, and pagination. 

Many of the abstracts included are reprints of those 
which accompanied the articles in their initial publication, 
but the majority are abstracts of articles which appeared 
solely in Chinese. Written in clear, technical English, the 
abstracts seem to provide an excellent source of information 
on current activity in this field on the mainland of China. 





BIG BUSINESS 


In the 14-year period since the end of the war the Na- 
tional Library of Medicine has had 172,360 volumes bound in 
outside binderies, and has bound, mended, or repaired 77,068 
additional volumes in its own shop, for a total of a quarter 
of a million volumes, or almost 50 for every calendar day 
during the period. And, as any librarian could predict, we 
are managing to do little more than hold our own. 
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RUSSIAN SCIENTIFIC CONGRESSES 


Akademiia nauk SSSR. Fundamental'naia biblioteka obshchest- 
vennykh nauk. Nauchnye s'"ezdy, konferentsii i soveshchani- 
ia v SSSR, 1946-1953. Bibliograficheskii ukazatel'. (Sci- 
entific congresses, conferences, and meetings in the USSR, 
1946-53. Bibliographic guide) Moskva, Izd. Akademii nauk 
SSSR, 1958. 222 p. 








The time period chosen by the compilers of this biblio- 
graphic guide to Soviet scientific conferences seems quite 
significant. Before and during the war relatively few sci- 
entific conferences were held in the Soviet Union. After the 
war the phenomenal expansion in Soviet scientific research 
provided substantial impetus to the use of the conference as 
a technique of scientific communication. In medicine an im- 
portant factor was the establishment of the Academy of Medi- 
cal Sciences of the USSR, which, as the highest authority in 
medical research, was responsible for the organization of 
more than 25 percent of all medical conferences held during 
1946-53. The closing date (1953) is of interest as marking 
the turning point in the Soviet attitude toward internation- 
al scientific cooperation. Conferences on science in the 
USSR from 1946 to 1953 were almost entirely of a national 
character; after that date a substantial interest in inter- 
national meetings on the part of Soviet scientists became 
evident. 

The bibliography is arranged by the following classes: 
l. Mathematics; Natural Sciences. 2. Study of Productive 
Forces. 3. Technical Sciences. 4. Agriculture. 5. Medicine. 
6. Social Sciences. These classes are then subdivided into 
smaller branches; within each branch the arrangement is 
strictly chronological by the date of the conference. The 
entry is followed by a listing of articles and monographs 
which give a more or less comprehensive account of the meet- 
ing. The first citation, the See reference, lists litera- 
ture about the conference -- chiefly journal articles, but 
sometimes newspaper articles. The second citation, the Lit. 
(Literature) reference, lists printed works of the confer- 
ence, such as conference reports, resolutions, transactions, 
proceedings, and so forth. 

In all, the bibliography lists 2,070 conferences, of 
which 457 are in medicine and 165 in biology. The greatest 
number of medical conferences concerns the fields of hygiene 
and sanitation (86), followed by surgery, traumatology, and 
orthopedics (45) and infectious diseases (43). In an appen- 


| dix a detailed alphabetical subject index is given, as well 


f 


, 48 a list of sources used in the compilation of this bibli- 
) ography. 





NLM CATALOG, 1955-59 


The Library of Congress has awarded a contract to Judd§ 
Detweiler, Inc., of Washington, to print, bind, and sell the 
second quinquennial cumulation, 1955-59, of the National Lj. 
brary of Medicine Catalog. Editorial work and preparation 
of copy for the cumulation is being done cooperatively be- 
tween the NLM and the Catalog Maintenance Division of the 
Processing Department, Library of Congress. 

The Catalog will be published in six volumes containing 
approximately 4,500 pages in two separate sections -- author 
and subject. The six-volume set will be sold at $60, f.o.b, 
Washington, and publication is expected sometime in the fall 
of 1960. Orders should be placed with the publisher, Judd § 
Detweiler, Inc., 1500 Eckington Place, N. E., Washington 2, 
D. C. 


JONES MEMORABILIA 


The NLM has received four scrapbooks of the late Colonel 
Harold Wellington Jones, along with various certificates ‘and 
commissions, and the carbons of numerous addresses. Two of 
the scrapbooks cover the decade when Colonel Jones was the 
Director of the Army Medical Library. 


BRITISH MUSEUM PUBLICATIONS 


The British Museum has published a series of short-title 
catalogs for older works from Spain (1921), France (1924), 
and Portugal (1940). The most recent addition to the series 
has now appeared - Short-title catalogue of books printed in 
Italy and of Italian books printed in other countries from 
1465- 1600 now in the British Museum (1958) . It is encourag- 
ing to learn, from a recent article in The Book Collector, 
that Dr. Dennis E. Rhodes, Assistant Keeper in the Depart- 
ment of Printed Books of the British Museum, is now working 
on a companion volume for the period 1601-1700. 














INDEX-CATALOGUE 


The Author and Title volume (Vol. 1) of the Fifth Series 
of the Index-Catalogue is now available from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., at $5.50 per copy. 








Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 














